
how cramped oncology is, and how
much more orthopedics space is needed,
and they are well aware of the scattering
of women’s health services spread
throughout the hospital.  

DO YOU KNOW WHAT THE TERM
“DIABESITY” MEANS?
Written in collaboration with Robert Tortolani, MD

YOU SAY YOU HAVEN’T HEARD OF THE WORD DIABESITY? Attributed to
experts in the field, it is a coined word combining diabetes with obesity. And 
the word is apt because conventional wisdom is that obesity can be a cause of 
diabetes and, although rampant in children, affects all of the population.

During the last 20 years, 30 percent of U.S. adults age 20 years or older – 
that’s more than 60 million people – have reached the ranks of obese. That’s
almost a third of our adult population. And, according to the National Institutes
of Health, about 2/3 of American adults are considered either overweight or
obese. And children are not exempt. The percentage of children who are obese
has more than tripled since 1980 to 16 percent of the population. These numbers
have triggered the American Diabetes Association to say the disease is approaching
“epidemic proportions”.
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Hospital Initiates “Building on Excellence” 
Capital Campaign for New Building Project
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View of the proposed BMH Outpatient
Building from the Maple Street side shows
landscaping five years out.

THE “BUILDING ON EXCELLENCE”
Capital Campaign for the new
BMH Building Project is well

underway. Under the experienced 
leadership of former Senator Bob Gannett,
Mark Richards (campaign co-chairs),
and BMH CEO Barry Beeman, a
Leadership Committee made up of more
than 50 key community leaders, hospital
physicians, and employees has begun 
to meet. Members have taken part in 
solicitation training and various 
campaign divisions have met.   

As many of you may know, this
Building on Excellence campaign was
given a great start by a very generous
donation by Bob and Mary Jane Rountree
(see article elsewhere under “Development
News”). They were joined by the
Thompson Trust, a longtime BMH 
supporter; by the BMH Auxiliary; and 
by Senator Robert Gannett and The

Richards Group. Thank you to these
caring individuals for getting us off to 
a great start.

The initial phase of the campaign
involves visits and presentations to a
number of Advanced Gift prospects.
Barry and Prudence MacKinney, BMH
VP for Planning, along with Senator
Gannett and Mark Richards, have made
a number of visits and presentations.
The physician and employee divisions
met in September. These two groups
focused on the most affective way to
educate the hospital community about
the project and ways to solicit their
much-needed support. Who knows the
need for this new building better than
those who work at BMH every day?
They know the challenges that those 
in a wheelchair face as they navigate
the ramps, and they know the distance
between services. The staff also knows

                                       



Green Street School Initiates “Finding
Fitness Fun(d)-raiser”

THE GREEN STREET SCHOOL might have come upon an idea that could 
revolutionize student fund-raising. The local Brattleboro elementary school has
decided to undertake a special campaign involving the student body, their 
families, and the teachers. They’re calling it Finding Fitness Fun(d)-raiser. 
The purpose of the campaign is to raise monies for class projects and trips,
something all schools including Green Street do and have done for years.

This year, however, with the growing incidence of obesity in children, and 
in the interest of helping kids get more fit, the school has changed everything
around from having to sell wrapping paper and like objects to, instead, asking
for pledges to support the student doing activities that will help them get and/or
stay fit. 
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Cornerstone Pediatrics Participates in
“Moving and Grooving for Better
Health” Walk

IN THE INTEREST OF PROMOTING HEALTHIER CHILDREN and people in general,
the hospital medical practice in Bellows Falls, Cornerstone Pediatrics, in 
collaboration with the community’s Meeting Waters YMCA, participated in a

national event recently, sponsored by the Y. 
Called “America On the Move Week”, more than 850,000 people nationwide

participated in activities and events designed to inspire them to take small steps
toward improving their health and quality of life.

A total of 1,100 YMCAs throughout the US participated in the event to help
ward off the increasingly obese population. Citing that 60 million adults – 30% of
the US adult population – and 9 million children are obese or overweight, the Y
encouraged communities to take part, so Cornerstone led the charge locally.

Those participating in the Cornerstone 5K walk during the last week in
September helped add to the total of the 9.3 billion steps walked in the USA, far
surpassing the Y’s goal of 1 billion steps for the week. According to the Y, taking
9.3 billion steps is equivalent to walking the circumference of the earth 187 times!
Or walking between New York City and Los Angeles 1,860 times! Or completing
177,481 marathons!

Susan Slowinski, MD, and Valerie Rooney, MD, pediatricians at Cornerstone
Pediatrics, 128 Atkinson Street, Bellow Falls, see children of all ages. In addition
to all the above, they sponsor a lending library, Early Education Services 
playgroup, JumpStart, and the national Reach Out And Read program, whereby
children receive a book at each well child visit. For more information about
Cornerstone, call 802-463-2020.

YMCAs, collectively the nation’s largest community service organization and
largest provider of child care, serve 20.2 million people, almost half of whom are
children. The mission of the local Meeting Waters YMCA is “We build strong kids,
strong families, strong communities in the Bellows Falls, Springfield, Brattleboro, and Fall
Mountain Regions.” BMH is collaborating with the Meeting Waters Y to build a
facility in Brattleboro. (See article on next page.) 

A Walker’s Guide 
to Brattleboro

ON THE THEME of getting more
exercise to help combat obesity –

and possible subsequent diabetes – 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield (BCBS) of
Vermont’s Windham County Community
Advisory Board has created a program
to get people out walking.

This resource dedicated to helping
people become healthier takes form in
a small pocket-size map which offers ten
different routes in and about Brattleboro.
The piece also lists tips for taking walks
safely and in all kinds of weather.

This project of the Windham
County Community Advisory Board 
of BCBS is aimed at people of all ages
and fitness in an effort to improve 
the health of local residents through 
physical activity.

Maps can be picked up in the lobby
at Brattleboro Memorial Hospital, or by
calling 1-800-255-4550. BCBS also has
a website for more information:
www.bcbsvt.com. So, no excuses! 
Get out there with a friend and walk
for health!

continued on page 4
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BMH/YMCA Propose 
Shared Health Project

BRATTLEBORO MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

and The Meeting Waters YMCA are
discussing the potential of a community
health promotion program within the
proposed YMCA facility. The boards of
both organizations have approved the
concept and are conducting a financial
analysis. 

The purpose of the combined 
medical fitness program is fourfold:
n To support and collaborate on both

organizations’ missions of health and
wellness for the community;

n To help address a documented 
community need: improving health /
addressing chronic care initiatives;

n To utilize the strengths of both 
organizations individually in a 
complementary manner;

n To share resources to achieve the
objectives which include improving
the health of the 45-55% of community
residents who are committed to a
healthier lifestyle, but who need
ongoing guidance and support in order
to overcome barriers which have led
to inactivity, unhealthy lifestyle
choices and, in many cases, chronic
health challenges. These objectives
would be obtained through fitness,
wellness, prevention, and education.
As proposed, each organization

would retain its own identity, but they
would support and cross-market each
other, and also establish a joint 
organization committee to help drive
the venture which would include 
integration, problem resolution, and
assessing opportunities for increased 
collaboration.

(For more information about this 
coalition, including some of the services
being planned, see article under BMH
News on page -6-.)

Do You Know What the Term “Diabesity” Means?

Over 20 percent of the younger population (more than 9 million children and
teens, age 6-19 years) is considered overweight or obese. According to CBS News,
one in three children born since the year 2000, is expected to develop type 2 
diabetes which can eventually lead to heart attack, stroke, kidney failure, nerve
damage, limb amputation, and blindness. 

Obesity can be a cause of type 2 diabetes in children, a disease only adults used
to get. This lends itself to looking at risk factors. Excess weight, inactivity, and
genetics are risk factors for type 2 diabetes. Obesity and inactivity reduce the ability
of insulin to get sugar (the body’s fuel) into our blood stream and, hence, to our organs. 

Symptoms of type 2 diabetes may include fatigue, frequent urination, increased
thirst and/or hunger, weight loss, blurred vision, and slow healing of wounds or
sores. Some people, it should be noted, have no symptoms.

Since about 80 percent of people with type 2 diabetes are overweight, here is some
practical information from experts to help avoid obesity, and hence possibly diabetes.
• Consider your (or your child’s) diet. The nation has basically reduced fat intake

from 40% to 30% in recent years, but foods high in carbohydrates (this includes
not just sweet treats like candy and soda, but highly processed foods such as
bagels and frozen waffles, etc.) are culprits because they spike blood sugar levels,
a precurser to diabetes. 

• Try to eat fruits, milk products (which help reduce risk of developing insulin
resistance), sugar-free drinks and have good water available to drink.

• Avoid soft drinks. A 12-ounce can of soda contains about 10 teaspoons of sugar!
• Reduce the number of times you feed your family away from home, as it will

often be fast foods which are higher in calories and fat, and are often larger 
portions than you would serve at home.

• Limit television to one or two hours a day, maximum, and not only because 
of the inactivity it causes. Advertisements on TV are more likely to promote
the ‘bad’ foods to children. A report in the Washington Post recommended 
removing TVs from children’s bedrooms. In addition, a Stanford University
study showed that reducing children’s use of TV, videotapes, and computer
games by at least 1/4 could cut their body mass index (BMI) significantly.

• Plan activities that you can do as a family. This will not only help you, and 
set a good example for others, but will encourage children to be (become)
active. Exercise is one of the best ways to manage one’s weight, and has other
benefits too. One of those could be to prevent you or a member of your family
from getting diabetes which is widely recognized as one of the leading causes 
of death and disability in the U.S.  In the year 2002, it was the sixth leading
cause of death, although that number could be higher because it is 
underreported since a person with diabetes often has heart disease or stroke
which contributed to their death. These are often complications of diabetes.
So, to avoid diabesity, try using some of these common sense suggestions in your

activities and diet, and help your children off to a good start in life with good habits.

Robert Tortolani, MD, is a family practitioner on the BMH medical staff. Dr. Tortolani uses his
own fitness as an example for his many patients. In his sixties, he still plays softball, hikes, cycles,
and cross-country skis. His lifestyle serves as a good example of a healthy diet and exercise.

continued from front page
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BMH and Retreat Healthcare Hold Annual
Public Meeting on the Community Health
Assessment and Community Report Card 
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THE WELLNESS IN WINDHAM COUNTY HEALTH EDUCATION SERIES for Fall of
this year offers a series of seven programs to address “Health & Wellness in the Age
of Anxiety.” The free health education sessions are planned for Fall and Spring each
year with cooperative efforts of BMH, Retreat Healthcare, Brattleboro Area Hospice,
and Brooks Memorial Library. 

The seminars presented on anxiety in October at BMH included a two-part 
program, “Building Good Health From Inside Out”, presented by Jane Yetter Lunt,
RN, BSN, MEd, HNC, (a health educator, and a regional coordinator of the
Healthier Living Workshops presented at BMH).

Also presented in October was “Everyday Stress – The Mind/Body Connection”,
presented by clinical psychologist Jilisa Snyder, PhD, director of the Retreat
Healthcare Anna Marsh Behavioral Care Clinic.

The remaining sessions in this seven-part series include “Protect Your Kids from
Internet Predators” on Wednesday, November 8, 7-8:30 PM, at Brooks Memorial
Library (sponsor of the program in tandem with the Brattleboro Police Department);
“Healthy Eating: Food & Mood” on Monday, November 13; “Spiritual Development
in the Age of Anxiety” on Monday, November 20; and on Wednesday, November
29, “Searching for Health Info on the Web Without Anxiety!” 

To register for any of these November programs on anxiety, or for further informa-
tion about any of the programs in the Fall ’06 Wellness Calendar, call 257-8877.

IN SEPTEMBER OF THIS YEAR,
Brattleboro Memorial Hospital (BMH)
and Retreat Healthcare (RH) held a

public meeting at Retreat Healthcare to
update area residents about activities
related to the Community Health Needs
Assessment published on January 1, 2005,
and the Community Report Cards, both 
institutions placed on their respective
websites in early June. 

The community assessment was 
conducted in collaboration with BMH,
Retreat Healthcare, and other community
members. It identified and prioritized the
health needs of residents in the greater
Brattleboro area. Copies of the final
report are available on line at bmhvt.org,
(click on news) or at retreathealthcare.org/about us.

Information in the Community Report
Cards, which are required of all 14 
hospitals in the state by the Vermont 
legislature (Act 53) in 2003, includes 
various quality indicators, safety reports,

and financial information. The meeting,
attended by a few members of the public
in addition to several board members of
each institution, was moderated by Peter
Albert, LICSW, Director of PrimariLink
and External Relations at Retreat
Healthcare.

In addition to updates about various
activities relating to the community
health priorities, BMH CEO Barry
Beeman and Greg Miller, MD at the
Retreat, updated the public about new
programs and activities at their facilities. 

Under Act 53 all Vermont acute care
hospitals are required to conduct a
health needs assessment every four years
and update the assessment every two
years. The update is due March 1, 2007. 

For more information, contact
Prudence MacKinney, BMH VP of
Professional Services at 257-8367; or
Julia Sorensen, Retreat Healthcare at
258-3719.

SERIES OF SEMINARS TO DEAL WITH ANXIETY 
PRESENTED FOR FALL HEALTH EDUCATION SERIES

MEDICARE ANNOUNCES
NEW PREVENTIVE 
SERVICE COVERAGE

THE CENTERS FOR MEDICARE

and Medicaid Services (CMS)
has announced new coverage

for Medicare enrollees since January 1,
2005. Preventive services now being
offered include the “Welcome to
Medicare” exam, cardiovascular
screening, and diabetes screening.
• “Welcome to Medicare” initial 

preventive physical exam (IPPE) is
available to all Medicare recipients
who have enrolled since January 1,
2005.

• Cardiovascular screening blood 
tests include total cholesterol test,
cholesterol test for high density
lipoproteins, and a triglycerides test.

• Diabetes testing allows for two
screenings each year for an individual
diagnosed with pre-diabetes, or one
screening per year for those not
diagnosed with pre-diabetes.

Other preventive services and
screenings (subject to certain 
eligibility and other limitations) 
currently provided for by Medicare
coverage include:
• Adult immunizations: influenza,

Pneumococcal Polysaccharide 
vaccine (PPV), and hepatitis B
virus (HBV);

• Bone mass measurements;
• Cancer screenings: breast 

mammography, cervical and 
vaginal (Pap test and pelvic exam),
colorectal, and prostate;

• Diabetes self-management training,
medical nutrition therapy, and 
supplies;

• Glaucoma screening;
• Smoking and tobacco use cessation

counseling services.

For more complete information,
check out the CMS website:
www.medicare.gov/health/physicalexam.asp 
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BRATTLEBORO MEMORIAL HOSPITAL has established a
program called the Heartfelt Fund to help employees who
are having temporary difficulty with personal finances. 
Every healthcare organization is faced with the challenge 
of attracting and retaining competent and caring employees.
While these institutions try to be competitive in terms of
compensation and benefits, it can be something small that
the employer does, such as this interest-free loan program
that could impact an employee’s decision to remain a part 
of the team.

BMH Emergency Department Offers
New Service

THE BRATTLEBORO MEMORIAL HOSPITAL ER will be offering a more consistent
approach to the sexually assaulted victim. The physical, emotional, and legal 
considerations will be evaluated thoroughly by nurses trained in the Sexual Assault
Nurse Examiner (SANE) program. 

These emergency room nurses have all attended the initial 40-hour training, and
continue to update their knowledge and skills on an annual basis through the
Vermont SANE program. They are trained professionals capable of providing more
efficient evidence collection that might be useful in the prosecution of this crime. 

Three emergency room nurses and a nurse midwife are currently trained in the
SANE program. They will share rotating on-call to provide around-the-clock 
coverage. They also work collaboratively with the Women’s Crisis Center,
Brattleboro Police Department, and the Vermont Center for Crime Victim Services.

The BMH Emergency Department strives to provide the special skills needed to
care for the sexually assaulted victim as well as the needs of all our patients. Patient
satisfaction is important to the staff of the BMH Emergency Department (in addition
to the rest of the hospital units), and by adding this service the hospital hopes to
better meet the needs of our community.

BMH NEWS

Becky Cleveland stands next to her handmade quilt which
she donated for a raffle, proceeds of which augmented
the new BMH “Heartfelt Fund” for employees.

MORE ON BMH/YMCA
JOINT HEALTH PROJECT

THE COMMUNITY HEALTH PROGRAM

being proposed jointly by BMH
and The Meeting Waters YMCA will
offer the following services:
l physical therapy and rehabilitation
l sports medicine / orthopedics
l complementary therapies such as

massage therapy
l cardiac rehabilitation (Phase III)
l medical screenings –

– blood pressure
– blood glucose to check for diabetes

l weight management
l nutrition counseling

If this concept, which has been
approved by both organizations’
boards, is carried through, BMH would
be able to offer community health
education programs at the YMCA,
pool therapy services, and an athletic
trainer in the gymnasium.

BMH Establishes “Heartfelt Fund” 
for Employees 

The name, Heartfelt Fund, was suggested by Kate Waters, a
physical therapist at BMH. Kate recommended it because of
her own personal experience during a crisis with a family
member. She says she was provided care and support by her
co-workers during her personal difficulties. She noted,
“Everyone at BMH gives from the heart.”

The fund is entirely confidential, as employees submit their
application only to the BMH Vice President of Human
Resources who, in turn, solely reviews and approves the 
application, which is limited to “life emergencies” and 
unforeseen circumstances. The VP reports that recent 
examples of loan distribution include unexpected car break-
downs and difficulties associated with the sudden high cost 
of home heating. Employees have up to a year to repay their
interest-free loan, and are offered the ability to set their loan
“terms” regarding the amount of the loan. 

The fund was established for use by non-managerial staff,
and is supported totally by donations, now totalling more than
$3,300, mostly from BMH employees and physicians.
However, a donation was received from a patient as a token 
of her appreciation for the level of care she received at the
hospital. Another donation came from an employee raffle that
took place during the National Hospital Week celebration at
BMH which netted an additional $600. The raffle was for a
hand-crafted quilt made by hospital employee Becky
Cleveland for the event. 
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BMH MAMMOGRAPHY PROGRAM 
RECERTIFIED BY TWO AGENCIES 

THE BRATTLEBORO MEMORIAL HOSPITAL RADIOLOGY DEPARTMENT recently
underwent two inspections to re-certify its mammography program.  

Accreditation was granted for the mammography units by the American College
of Radiology (ACR). This was at the same time as the complete BMH Radiology
Department had its three year successful inspection. Quality control testing data;
qualifications of radiologists, technologists, health physicist; and actual 
mammograms are reviewed by members of the College to become eligible for the
accreditation. The Radiology Department at BMH has been accredited by the
ACR since 1986, and continues to monitor and update as required. Accreditation
by the College qualifies BMH for certification by the Food & Drug Administration
(FDA). This arm of the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services conducts a
yearly mammography quality inspection called the Mammography Quality
Standards Act. BMH was notified that its mammography program received the
highest possible rating (100%) citing that “all items were in compliance.” In that
inspection, the department was commended for the effort and attention the staff
has put into developing exceptional operating systems. Six specific areas are
inspected: equipment performance, technologist quality control, medical physicist
survey, personnel qualifications, medical reports, and outcome audits.     

These inspections by the ACR and the FDA showed that all areas reviewed are
in compliance with required standards, assuring patients who use BMH for their
mammograms that they will receive the highest quality care.

In addition to the attention to quality at BMH, the Radiology Department also
now provides mammography machine pads to make the procedure more comfortable.
While not necessarily a painful procedure, the compression of the breast that is
necessary for the X-rays can put pressure on the breast tissue. The BioLucent’s
Softer Mammogram pads provided by BMH offer a more gentle mammography
experience, and do not interfere with the quality of the images because they are
specially designed for the purpose. 

BMH Receives 100%
Score on Ultrasound
Re-accreditation  

THE RADIOLOGY DEPARTMENT at
Brattleboro Memorial Hospital

announces that its ultrasound unit was
recently awarded re-accreditation (for
three years) by the American College
of Radiology (ACR). The ACR
awarded BMH a score of 100% in
each of the areas of image quality and
physician report appropriateness. The
inspection included the submission of
images, reports, continuing education
and credentialing, and equipment
quality assurance. The areas examined
included obstetrical, general, and
gynecological; and each of these areas
is broken down into several sub areas.
Six pages of exam characteristics were
required to pass the re-accreditation
process, and all received 100%, due in
part to the highly skilled quality 
technologists and radiologists at BMH. 

The inspection is conducted by
outside radiologists who are members
of the ACR with special expertise in
ultrasound. They assess the quality of
the work being performed as well as
the qualifications of the personnel
involved.

The American College of
Radiology is a national organization
servicing more than 32,000 radiologists,
radiation oncologists, and medical
physicists with programs focusing on
the practice of radiology and the
delivery of comprehensive health 
services. The ACR Committee on
Ultrasound Accreditation evaluates
and accredits ultrasound practices in
hospitals and in private offices across
the United States.

BMH NEWS

In the interest of
accommodating our
patients, BMH has now
arranged for the mobile
MRI to visit the hospital
for an additional day
each week.

The new schedule is 
as follows:   

7:30 am - 7:30 pm
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays

The ACR awarded BMH a
score of 100% due, in
part, to the highly skilled
quality technologists and
radiologists at BMH.

“

”
MRI Hours at BMH Expanded
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BMH NEWS

BRATTLEBORO MEMORIAL HOSPITAL participated in
“Cover the Uninsured Week”, in tandem with

Economic Services and the Vermont Department of
Health. One session was held at the River Garden and
two informational sessions were here at the hospital for
the public to come learn about Medicaid and other forms
of insurance available to certain populations. 

In Vermont, more than 69,000 people do not have
health insurance, or 11.2% of the state’s population. 
The event was promoted because these numbers impact
hospital costs which, in turn, affect everyone’s pocket-
book. The national “Cover the Uninsured” campaign is
designed to help uninsured people learn the eligibility 
criteria and to promote their getting enrolled.

OVER LABOR DAY WEEKEND,
Brattleboro Memorial Hospital
produced a play, presented

worldwide, and created by mother and
playwright Karen Brody. Called Birth:
The Play, the story of seven laboring
women was delivered in a theatrical
experience that melded the unbridled
hilarity, the unexpected poignancy, 
and the naked truth of childbirth in
America.  The New England Youth
Theatre hosted a special benefit 
performance of the critically acclaimed
theatrical hit, produced by BMH
Birthing Center nurse and lactation
consultant Dawn Kersula. 

The local production also featured
other staff from the BMH Birthing
Center including Amy Majer, RN, and
hypnobirthing instructor. Amy was the
director of Birth in Brattleboro, along
with other nurses and women in acting
roles. Dawn noted, “Amy is such a 
perfect fit. She is an advocate for
women in her work with women at
birth. She brings a depth of understand-
ing to the play – and her background in

BMH Birthing Center Produces “BIRTH: The Play”
Over Labor Day Weekend

theatre makes her uniquely wonderful as
a director. Everyone of our actresses
worked hard to validate the hard work
of women at birth.”

The BMH Birthing Center embraced
the play as part of a global Birth On
Labor Day (BOLD) movement to make
maternity care more mother-friendly.
Over the same time period, it was 

performed in more than 20 cities
around the world, including New York;
Washington, DC; Wellington, New
Zealand; Los Angeles; and Austin. 

Proceeds from the play benefited the
volunteer Doula Network and perinatal
education programs at the BMH
Birthing Center. The Doula Network
provides volunteer women who provide
one-on-one support during labor – for
area women and their partners. Since
2003, these generous women have
come to the Birthing Center at any
time of the day or night to rub backs,
hold hands, give partners a chance to
take a nap, and help moms make the
incredible transition to motherhood.
An all-day training session for volunteer
doulas is scheduled at the hospital for
Saturday, November 4th. For more
information, or to register, call Dawn
Kersula at 802-257-8278 or e-mail her
at dkersula@bmhvt.org.

More information on Birth and
BOLD is available at 
www.birthonlaborday.com.

BMH Notes “Cover the Uninsured” Week  
Events took place in all 50 states where a total of 46 

million Americans, including 8 million children, lack health
coverage. The Institute of Medicine estimates that nearly 50
people die each day because they are uninsured and cannot
get the medical care they need. Hospitals provide millions of
dollars in free care every year, dollars that could be covered
by Medicaid or other insurance for eligible people.

The other main goal of the initiative is to urge U.S. 
leaders to make health coverage for Americans their top 
priority. To that end, the reader may go to the website:
www.CoverTheUninsured.org and under “TAKE ACTION”
on the home page, click on “Tell Congress”. This will get the
reader to a page with letters to send directly to the appropriate
representative(s) in Congress. 

(from left) Laura Ridgway, Aimee Creelman,
Cathy Tretler, Kathy Urffer, Beth Lloyd, and
Elizabeth Nieuwsma-Dell pose between
rehearsing scenes for recent presentation 
of Birth: The Play, which they appropriately
performed during Labor Day weekend.
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NEW BUILDING UPDATE
THE BMH OUTPATIENT BUILDING PROJECT and renovation of the existing

Ambulatory Care Unit (ACU) for same-day surgery is moving through the 
permitting process. 

We expect to start renovation of the Ambulatory Care Unit (ACU) in the
Spring of 2007, with construction of the new outpatient building starting a month
later. We received site plan approval in July and, in September the Brattleboro
Select Board approved an amendment to the hospital’s zoning. This zoning
amendment takes in a broader scope than just the new outpatient building, but
approval was necessary to receive the site plan permit.* 

The Act 250 permitting process has focused on concerns expressed by a small
number of households on Maple Street. The hospital attempted to address the
main concerns of our neighbors by removing from the plans an entrance to Maple
Street from the new parking lot. BMH also made the concession of putting a 
different entrance from Maple Street on hold. More information is being gathered
on the impact of this upper entrance, and BMH will be pursuing a process to
include all interested neighbors. In addition, we committed to turning off the
parking lot lights closest to Maple Street by 7:00 p.m. each day.

The Act 250 District Environmental Commission requested a rendering of 
the new building from the Maple Street side to understand the aesthetic impact 
of the new parking lot. (The rendering is shown on the front page of this issue 
of Healthwise with five years’ of landscaping growth.) As we go to press in late
October, we expect to hear from the Act 250 District Environmental Commission
in the next few days.

Meanwhile, we are finalizing the design of the new ACU. This department
cares for all outpatient surgery patients as well as patients coming for endoscopy
procedures like colonoscopy. The new unit will feature all private rooms, a much
larger family waiting area, a reception space, and a private consultation room for
the surgeon to meet with family members following surgery. We are excited about
the improvements in privacy and efficiency that will help this very busy department
continue to meet patient needs. 

In order to begin the ACU renovation, the BMH Oncology Department will
have temporary quarters in the Medical Office Building. We expect the move to
take place in February and a transportation system will be put in place to assist our
oncology patients to traverse the building.

The new outpatient building will house services that have outgrown their 
current space or were located in hard-to-access areas of the hospital. Many of the
departments focus on chronic care issues that are increasingly important to our
community. The services include:

u oncology services u women’s imaging u Breast Care Program  
u nuclear medicine u lab blood drawing u X-ray u pre-operative assessment 

u outpatient cardiology testing u orthopedic surgeons’ offices 
u Comprehensive Care Clinic  u physical / occupational therapy

If you have questions about this information, please don’t hesitate to contact
us: Prudence MacKinney, VP Planning (802-257-8367) or Barry Beeman, CEO
(802-257-8245).

* The zoning amendment includes the Thompson House property in the same zone as the hospital. It also
sets out development standards that define setbacks, building heights, etc. in the zone. The zoning change
preserves the green along Canal Street as open common space, so generations to come can enjoy parades
from our hillside.

New Nurse Manager
Named at BMH

IN JULY, PAUL WANTA, RN, was
named nurse manager of the
Medical/Surgery Unit on third floor

at Brattleboro Memorial Hospital.
When Paul came to BMH in 1990, he
worked per diem in the Special Care
Unit (SCU). More recently, a year or so
before being named a manager, Paul
served as a house supervisor.

Following nursing school, and after
working as a coronary care unit
(CCU) staff nurse and cardiac nurse
researcher for ten years at
Massachusetts Medical Center, Paul
decided he didn’t like the anonymity
of working in a large hospital. He
thought he would rather work in a
smaller, community hospital. So, when
the job opened up at BMH, Paul
decided Brattleboro was the place to
be…that it was just the right size. He
says he found it quite refreshing to be
recognized and spoken to by name in
the hallways, something many of us
may take for granted. 

Paul likes the positive changes in
hospital management and thinks the
direction in which BMH is going is
very encouraging. He says it’s an 
exciting time at BMH; that the nurses
he works with are committed to 
excellence and very interested in quality
outcomes. This in turn, according to
Paul, promotes BMH to nurses who
decide this is a desirable place to work. 

Paul received his nursing degree
from Massachusetts Bay Community
College, and since being at BMH he
has worked as a special care unit nurse
and nurse researcher with BMH
internist Burton Tepfer, MD, whose
subspecialty is cardiology.

Paul and his wife, who is an artist,
live in Wendell, Massachusetts, a town 
smaller than Brattleboro, all of which
is perfect to Paul. 

BMH NEWS
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BMH NEWS

Hospital Focuses Patient Safety
Initiative on Medication Reconciliation

IN 1996 THE INSTITUTE OF MEDICINE (IOM) initiated a concentrated effort
focusing on the assessment and improvement on the quality of health care in the
nation. The reports released during this phase—To Err is Human: Building a Safer

Health System (1999) and Crossing the Quality Chasm: A New Health System for the
21st Century (2001)—identified problems in health care. The issue of medication
errors is one of these problems identified by the IOM. As a recognized problem in
hospitals nationwide, medical errors happen at the so-called care transition points
when patients are admitted, discharged, and transferred between units or facilities.

BMH endeavors to improve outcomes and ensure the quality of care our patients
receive with an emphasis on safety. The Joint Commission on Accreditation of
Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) is also focusing on patient safety, citing system-
wide solutions to reconcile medications across the continuum of care, whenever 
possible. BMH supports and commits to implementation of the JCAHO Patient
Safety Goals:

z Implement a process for obtaining and documenting a complete list of the
patient’s current medications upon admission with the involvement of the patient.
This process includes a comparison of the medications the organization provides to
those on the patient’s current list.

z Communicate a complete list of the patient’s medications to the next provider 
of service when a patient is referred or transferred to another setting, service, 
practitioner, or level of care within or outside the organization.

BMH responded to these goals by focusing on those transition points cited as
prone to error. The hospital also strives to provide patients with the knowledge
required to become a partner with the healthcare team in the prevention of 
medication errors.

The measures BMH reviews include that the medication reconciliation sheet is
sent to the pharmacy; that the last dose of medication taken was noted; and allergy
information noted. The measurements between the start point (Jan., 2006) and
April showed between a 15% and 25% increase in compliance, and the hospital’s
long-term goal is to continue to work at preventing medication errors by simplifying
the process of medication reconciliation and involving the patient throughout the
process. 

BMH currently interviews patients about drugs they use upon admission and 
provides a medication list form on its website: www.bmhvt.org.

The Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI) has recognized the hospital’s
effort to include the patient in the process and has identified this as a best-practice
approach. 

In the last issue of Healthwise, we
listed some of the basic charges at
BMH. In the interest of space, we are
referring the reader to our website in
this issue to obtain the information.
The BMH website: www.bmhvt.org

Once there, click on the last entry
under the Index on the Home Page:
BMH 2005 Community Report.
There you will find all kinds of 
information about our quality of
care, quality improvement initiatives,
and patient satisfaction. Clicking on
this last subject will show you how
BMH compares favorably to other
hospitals in Vermont, and its 
comparison to the scores for all 
hospitals surveyed by Press,Ganey
throughout the United States.

To get to BMH charges, which are
also compared to other hospitals in
Vermont, click on Hospital Pricing.
Tables 1-5 will give you information
about many different charges, and it
will give you a chance to see how
well our hospital compares with
other Vermont hospitals.

As in the last issue, comments 
or questions may be referred to 
Mary Draper, Financial Counseling, 
802-257-8240, or Jan Puchalski,
Quality Specialist, 802-257-8244.

Find Info on Our
Website

BMH Medical Staff Elects New Officers

Burt Tepfer, MD ..............................................................President

Paul Righi, MD........................................................Vice-President

Elizabeth McLarney, MD..............................Secretary/Treasurer

BMH IS NUMBER 1 IN
NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND
WITH A 94% COMPLIANCE
RATE FOR CORE MEASURES

The Quality Improvement
Organization has just compiled the
most recent information available for
core measures, and rolled the compliance
rate into one percentage number which
represents compliance with all core
measure recommended intervention.
BMH received the top score of 94%
compliance rate for the 2nd quarter
of 2006, making it number one in 
the states of Vermont, Maine, and
New Hampshire.
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Dr. Edward F. Elliott, Jr.

RADIOLOGIST EDWARD F. ELLIOTT, JR., MD, has joined the Medical Staff at
Brattleboro Memorial Hospital. He will be in practice in the diagnostic imaging
department at BMH with fellow radiologists Dr. Peter Gibbons, Dr. Michael Resnik,

and Dr. Christopher Ladner.
Dr. Elliott moved to Brattleboro in August from Indiana where he was affiliated with a

number of hospitals and a private practice. He received his bachelor of science degree in 
pre-professional studies at the University of Notre Dame. 

The new BMH radiologist earned his doctor of medicine degree at the Indiana University
School of Medicine, followed by an internship/residency at Methodist Hospital of Indiana,
both in Indianapolis. He is certified in diagnostic radiology by the American Board of
Radiology and is a recipient of the American Medical Association Physician’s Recognition
Award in Continuing Medical Education. 

Dr. Elliott is a member of the American College of Radiology in addition to several other
professional societies. Within general diagnostic radiology, his interests are in gastrointestinal
radiology, CT, MRI, and PET scanning. 

Dr. Elliott and his wife have four daughters. His interests include music, gardening, 
running, and cycling. With the approaching winter, he and his family are anxious to embrace
cross-country skiing and snowshoeing. They are also determined to attempt downhill skiing.
However, hiking Mt. Wantastiquet is their most immediate challenge.

MEDICAL STAFF NEWS

CHRISTOPHER J. LADNER, MD, 
PhD, who joined the  BMH radiology 
department in July, is providing a new
image-guided treatment for low back
pain. The procedure, called CT-guided
epidural steroid injection, uses a CT
scanner to assist Dr. Ladner in precisely
positioning a tiny needle tip with mil-
limeter accurarcy in the spine so that
medication injected into the epidural
space can be targeted to the specific
nerve root or level of narrowing where
the back pain is thought to originate.  

Dr. Ladner is also proficient at the
standard fluoroscopic-guided epidural
steroid injection. This procedure uses
conventional X-rays to guide placement
of the needle tip into the epidural
space.  Epidural steroid injections have
been used for more than 50 years for
the treatment of low back pain due to
spinal stenosis and disc herniation as well
as causes of back pain from uncertain 
origin.  Pain radiating down the leg
from the spine (sciatica) can also be

BMH Radiologist Offers New Relief for
Some Back Pain Issues 

treated with an epidural steroid injection.
Before the procedure, the patient

receives local anesthetic to reduce/ 
eliminate any pain associated with the
needle placement, although some
patients report a sensation of pressure
during the procedure. The entire treat-
ment takes place while the patient lies
on his/her stomach in a CT scanner. It
takes approximately 20-30 minutes to
complete.  After the procedure, the
patient remains under observation for
20-30 minutes to assess their response to
the treatment. Most often it takes three
days for maximal effects to begin. While
this treatment does not correct the
underlying problem causing the back
pain, in many patients a single injection
can provide many weeks or even months
of pain relief. For more information, to
receive a referral form, or to schedule a
procedure, call 802-257-8895.

Dr. Ladner received his undergraduate
bachelor of science degree in psychobiology
at University of Southern California

(Los Angeles), and both his doctor of
medicine and philosophy (in neu-
ropharmacology) at Loyola University
Stritch School of Medicine (Maywood,
Ill.). Following his medical internship
at New York University Medical Center,
Dr. Ladner received post-graduate train-
ing in a combined neurology, radiology,
neuroradiology residency/fellowship
program, also at New York University
Medical Center (New York City, NY).
In addition to the image-guided lumbar
procedure, Dr. Ladner is familiar with a
number of other skills and techniques
relating to radiology including cerebral
and carotid angiography, peripheral
venous procedures, and CT-angiography.

Dr. Christopher J. Ladner

2nd New BMH Radiologist Joins BMH Medical Staff
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Brattleboro Memorial Hospital has been here for the community for 
more than 100 years. As we reflect on a century of caring for our community,
we would like to thank those who have helped this hospital maintain the
highest level of care with the latest technology appropriate for a community
healthcare facility—resulting in recent national recognition as one of the
top 100 hospitals in the United States.

As we move forward with the new BMH Outpatient Building Project, 
we recognize and reaffirm our appreciation for the community support that
has made previous capital campaigns successful over the past years, and we
are also grateful for the willingness of the following volunteers who have 
committed themselves to make our upcoming Building On Excellence
campaign another truly successful one.

Co-Chairs
Robert Gannett F Mark Richards

BMH

Building on Excellence
THE CAMPAIGN FOR BRATTLEBORO MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

17 Belmont Avenue F Brattleboro, Vermont 05301 F phone: (802) 257-8314 F fax: (802) 257-3134
www.BrattleboroHospital.Org

Barry Beeman, President & CEO F Ellen Smith, Director of Development

Jim Baker
Steve Baker
Liz Bankowski
Jamie Baribeau
Bill Bedard
Pal Borofsky
Tracy Boucher
Gordon Bristol
Dick Burtis, MD
Gary Carrier
Larry Cassidy
Chris Chapman
Cathy Coonan

Lynne Cordery
Lynn Corum
Brian Cosgrove
Chuck Cummings
Jack Davidson
Becky Day
Ernie Dowd
Christin Fagan
Bruce Fenn
Dick Fleming
Rick Fleming
Bruce Gardner
Barbara Gentry

Christine Hart
Barb Henry
Nancy Heydinger
Claire Lavender
Jeff Lewis
Carl Lynde
Terry Mercier
Ellen McCulloch-Lovell
John M. Meyer
Charmaine Mockler
Jeff Morse
Bill Murray
Joe Pieciak

Paul Righi, MD
Helen Robb
JoAnne Rogers
Andy Rome
Bob Rountree
Ed Sensor
Pete Sherlock
Rick Sherwin
Bob Soucy
Henry Taggard
Peter Van Oot
Bob Woodworth

BMH DEVELOPMENT OFFICE NEWS

Co-chairs former Senator
Robert  Gannett and Mark

Richards take a break from a
Capital Campaign meeting.

BMH Breast Care
Program Benefactor
of Golf Tournament

BMH Breast Care Program
Coordinator Gloria Solar, RN, (l) and
oncology nurse practitioner Agnes
Mikijaniec, ARNP, watch as Judith
Manley presents a donation of $4200
to hospital Development Director
Ellen Smith. The money was raised in 
a golf tournament held by the
Brattleboro Country Club's Ladies’
Golf Association earlier this year. 
They have made contributions to the
important BMH program for the past
several years and, to date, have 
donated more than $13,000.

The relatively new BMH Breast
Care Program was initiated as a
resource for people with breast health
issues. The comprehensive Breast Care
Program offers diagnostic treatment
and support services to patients who
have questions regarding their breast
health. It is designed to help women
(primarily) with breast concerns 
navigate the healthcare system – to
answer questions, access specialists,
and coordinate additional services
which may be needed in the treat-
ment of breast disease. It may also be
helpful to patients who have other
questions regarding their breast health.
The program helps support patients’
physical, emotional, and spiritual
recovery on an individualized 
multi-discipline basis.

The hospital, the Development
Office, the staff of the BMH Breast
Care Program and women using 
the Program in general are all very 
appreciative of the continuing 
generosity of the BCC Ladies’ 
Golf Association.
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THE HOSPITAL IS A RECIPIENT of a 
wonderful gift toward our building fund
– that of Robert and Mary Jane
Rountree. The Rountrees gave their
generous gift of $150,000 on the 10th
anniversary of their automobile dealer-
ship in town. This timing happened to
coincide with their 35th wedding
anniversary, an event they also wanted
to mark in a meaningful way. In a
recent conversation, they explained to
us their thinking on this matter – their
reasons for giving – giving in general,
and giving to the hospital specifically.

The Rountrees both came from
upper New York State – the Finger
Lakes region – and report that the
towns where they grew up make
Brattleboro look like a metropolis.
They were excited to start their 
business here in such a booming town,
and looked for ways to integrate with
the community – to do their part to
help it thrive.

As you’ll read later in this story, they
found ways to do it, for sure. But why?
Bob Rountree reports that his penchant
for owning his own business and 
supporting local causes came from his
father who, as a self-employed local
grocery store owner, volunteer fireman,
church-goer, and member of Lions – all
in his hometown of Lima, New York –
instilled in Bob his values and his sense
of community. Bob remembers his 
parents, as owners of a business, always
told him, “They know what you do
right, sometimes…they know what you
do wrong right now!” He also 
remembers that even as a four-year-old
child he had the dream of going into
business for himself like his father and
that he wanted to become a car dealer.  

Before he actually got to his dream,
however, Bob worked for Citicorp and,
as such, traveled a fair amount 
throughout the eastern United States.

BMH DEVELOPMENT OFFICE NEWS

Barry Beeman, BMH CEO, is flanked by Mary Jane and Robert Rountree after
thanking them for their very generous gift to BMH.

ROUNTREES LEND THEIR PHILOSOPHY ABOUT 
PHILANTHROPY

Following that, he headed Subaru of
New England. One thing apparently
led to another, and he and Mary Jane
found that Brattleboro Ford was 
available to purchase. Bob and Mary
Jane report they literally had to sell
everything they owned, including their
home (in Duxbury, MA), and even
their children’s cars, in order to make
the purchase price of the automobile
dealership.

Soon after starting their local 
business venture, they realized they
were receiving requests, often several a
day, for contributions to all the many
wonderful causes that can exist in as
vibrant a town as the one in which we
live – Brattleboro, Vermont.
Most likely, when they started their
own business, they weren’t thinking of
his father's input, but it came naturally
anyway once they purchased the 
business, integrated into the community,
and started encountering daily visits
from various local agencies (all excellent
causes, according to both Bob and
Mary Jane). It didn’t take Bob and
Mary Jane, being savvy business owners,

very long to realize that in no way
could they possibly support all the
groups asking them to contribute to
their respective fundraising. 

Hence, they sat down and discussed
which groups they could feel best about
supporting. Their answers were: the
United Way, Youth Services, and
Brattleboro Memorial Hospital. The
decision helped them focus on helping
a few entities well, and also allowed
them to tell other agencies and organi-
zations how they were handling their
giving. In addition, it gave them the
opportunity to suggest that if they 
needed help perhaps they might consider
applying to the United Way. They have
long felt the United Way makes a lot of
sense in helping smaller nonprofits.
About Youth Services, they say that
having two children of their own, and
six grandchildren, they know how
important our youth are to our future,
and they have been quite pleasantly
surprised at how much Youth Services
is able to help so many aspects of that
important segment of our population.

continued on page 14
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BMH DEVELOPMENT OFFICE NEWS

THE BMH CLAMBAKE

AND AUCTION, a 
summer tradition in our

community for more than 20
years, raised $45,000 this past
July. We want to acknowledge
community members and 
businesses who have faithfully
supported this fun- and fund-
raising event. Your sponsorship,
advertising, and donations to
the auction have all contributed
to the success of the Clambake.
So, to all of our Clambake 
volunteers and community attendees, we offer a hearty thank you for your generous
support in helping make our hospital a strong and vital healthcare institution. 

BMH Recipient of Gift
from Longtime Local
Residents

BRATTLEBORO MEMORIAL

HOSPITAL announces with great 
gratitude the receipt of a gift from the
estate of Howard Z. and Lorene P.
O’Bryan. The bequest to the Howard
and Lorene O’Bryan Hospital Fund 
in excess of one million dollars 
represents the single largest gift
received by the hospital in its more
than a century of service to the 
community. 

An unrestricted gift, it will be
extremely useful in helping BMH 
provide future services to the greater
Brattleboro area. As such, it will not
be used for either operating expenses,
or for the current capital campaign.

BMH President and CEO Barry
Beeman expressed sincere appreciation
for the generous gift, saying, “We are
truly grateful for this wonderful gift to
augment the services of the hospital
through its second century. The
O’Bryans most certainly had a clear
vision for the importance of the
financial stability of our community

hospital. We at Brattleboro Memorial
wish to thank them, albeit 
posthumously, no less heartily for 
their foresight.”

For information about arranging a
gift to BMH, please call Ellen Smith,
Director of Development, at 
802-257-8314. She would welcome 
an opportunity to speak with you.

Auctioneer Bob Sprague auctions a rug depicting
golfers at this past summer’s Clambake.

BMH SUMMER ’06 CLAMBAKE AND 
AUCTION RAISES $45,000

Bob was quick to say that listing the
hospital last was not intentional, unless
perhaps he was saving the best for last.
He cited that he and Mary Jane wanted
to “give a gift that would help bring
health and happiness to our friends well
into the future.” Of course, this is 
exactly what they have done. Their
concern is not only for the community
at large, but also for their friends –
among whom they include family, their
customers, and their all-important staff
(whom they included in making the
decision about on which groups to focus
their contributions). The Rountrees
regularly match donations made by
their staff to United Way. 

Bob and Mary Jane are so joyful
about giving to others that they are 
perpetuating these values in yet another
way: by giving every year to Toys for
Tots. They have loved shopping with 
40 carts full of the toys they gather and
then leave on display in pick-up trucks
on the showroom floor of each of their
dealerships.

In looking back at the photo taken
of the Rountrees when they originally
presented their gift, not only does their
joy in giving to BMH show on their
faces, but also obvious is the large
American flag in front of which they
are standing. This was pertinent
because they chose Flag Day as the 
day to give their contribution to “honor
the ‘freedoms as citizens of the United
States of America’ that we enjoy.”

Recently, Bob has experienced some
health concerns which have prompted
him to look for a little less stress in his
life. He says the only reason he has
divested himself of the major part of
Rountree Ford is to be able to enjoy a
semi-retirement. Bob quotes Mickey
Mantle when he says, “If I knew I’d 
live this long, I’d have taken better 
care of myself!”

So, as they head for a little slower
paced life in Florida, Brattleboro and
BMH will truly miss these special people
with large and generous hearts who so
appreciate their American dream. 

We wish them the wonderful future
years they so richly deserve, and thank
them heartily for the many astounding 
contributions they have made to us and
our community. It is their and our hope
that this story might make others think
seriously about how good it feels to give.
Witness these happy people! 

ROUNTREES LEND THEIR PHILOSOPHY ABOUT 
PHILANTHROPY

continued from page 13

             



BMH AUXILIARY / VOLUNTEER NEWS

THE BMH AUXILIARY recently announced that it has
committed to a generous pledge of $25,000 to the
Building on Excellence Capital Campaign. The 

capital campaign, which has a goal of a minimum of $2.5
million dollars, is in support of the new outpatient building
project. The three year pledge was announced in April by
former Auxiliary co-Presidents, Debbie Lemnah and Claire
Lavender, and fundraising projects to fund this donation will
continue under the new leadership of co-Presidents Doreen
Lincoln and Dana Nelson. At a recent Auxiliary board
meeting it was decided that the donation would be directed
toward the Resource Library and Waiting Area for the
Women’s Imaging Center in the new outpatient building.
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Barry Beeman, hospital CEO, accepts ‘check’ from past Auxiliary
co-presidents (center) Claire Lavendar and Debbie Lemnah, and
current co-presidents Doreen Lincoln and Dana Nelson.

BMH Auxiliary pledges $25,000 to the Building on
Excellence Capital Campaign

Auxiliary Hosts Two Successful
Fundraising Events on
Columbus Day Weekend

ON COLUMBUS DAY WEEKEND the Auxiliary held two
very successful fundraising events. The Welcome Center

Snack Bar on Friday, October 6th, saw large numbers of
tourists on their way to Vermont for the foliage season. 
Leaf-peepers enjoyed hot coffee and cider and many, many
homemade goodies.  Apple pie slices, baked the night before
by a group of Auxilians, were very popular.

On Friday evening and Saturday, the Auxiliary sponsored
another highly successful event – The Yard Sale – held at the
Elks’ Club on Putney Road in Brattleboro. Auxilians had
been collecting items for several months and their efforts
paid off with double the profits over last year’s event.

UPCOMING AUXILIARY EVENTS
POINSETTIA SALE

Thursday, November 30th, from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. in the Tyler Conference Room. Orders taken in advance by calling 257-8330.

CELEBRATION OF LIGHTS AND TRIM A TREE FOR BREAST CANCER
Monday, December 4th.  Beautifully and creatively decorated trees will be sold beginning at 3 p.m. in the lobby. 

At 4 p.m. a reception will be held and at 5 p.m. the holiday tree will be lit followed by a moment of silence.

14th ANNUAL VALENTINE LUNCH FUNDRAISER
Wednesday, February 14th, 2007. Order a valentine lunch for someone special. Orders will be taken beginning early February.

Three special volunteers were honored for more than 50 years
each (!) of service to BMH. (L to R), Pat Laubach, Jean Gorsuch,
and Frannie  Burroughs. See how volunteering at BMH helps
you look and stay young!
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Cyclists pedal through Main Street
at the start of the BMH ’06 Second
Century Ride

Best patient care experience—
every patient; every time

Best place to work—
employees / volunteers / medical staff

Mission
Brattleboro Memorial Hospital 
will provide community-based 

health services delivered 
with compassion and respect.

Vision

NEXT YEAR’S FAIR DATE:
Saturday, September 8, 2007.

Young fair-goer has face painted. Children
also could participate in the obstacle course
again this year.

Teddy bear wears propeller
beanie hat like those made
by children at the annual
BMH Halth Fair.

BMH HEALTH FAIR BMH ’06 Century Ride

                 




